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I am Geert Hautekiet, an
Antwerp-based  Belgian  artist
who makes automata: me-
chanical storytelling ma-

chines made with recycled
wood and a sense of humour.

They all understand poetry.

I exhibit my automata in an

attractive way in my
Automata Carrousel: a beauti-
fully designed, rusty-looking
eye-catcher at festivals, town
It had
its world premiere on the site
of ‘Les Machines de l’ile’ in
Nantes (France). That is - let’s be ho-

nest - already worth a quality label ...

squares, events, etc.

During our first busy season,
we played in Belgium, the
Netherlands, UK and Fran-
ce. After all, the performan-
not

ce is language-bound.
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Everywhere, it turned out that this
Automata Carrousel is a particu-
larly beautiful and artistic-
ally high quality festival act: it
works for people from 1 to 101
years of age, all at their own le-
vel. The fascination for the move-
ments of the youngest, the depth of
poetry in the stories for the oldest.

I admit that I am proud of that
result. In the meantime, I am buil-
ding new automata for the next
tours. Hopefully, this Automata
Carrousel will be something
for your festival or event. In this
folder you will find info and photos.
Also check our website or
QR-code for videos!

Warm greetings,

Geert Hautekiet,

storyleller &/automatafmaker
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http://www.automata.be
https://youtu.be/5LV6bC_mDqQ
https://youtube.com/channel/UCYZR_zUqtSdwnDaOAPMxXug

The Automata Carrousel’: around the beautiful, rusty tent is a walkway of about 2 metres wide
JJor the public to go o their own lodge, lined with garlands and blue cones.

The Bublic can o[)erqle the automata llows the show from repamte lodg
them¥elves by turiting a handle. . 2 peep -show wmdow

)
ﬂ

N e Autom&ta Carro id) on z‘/w site’ of

Les Macliries'de [’ile th Nantes (haﬁbq{ Yy




The Automata Carousel 1s a
carousel full

of automata:
around a slowly rotating mer-
ry-go-round, 11 separate lod-
ges are built, each with its
own peep-show window. The
audience is given a special token
at our cash register-kiosk. In se-
parated groups of 4 people maxi-
mum, they take place in one of
these lodges and open the window
with that token. From there, they
see the automata pass by. They
can bring them to life them-
selves by turning a handle.

Those automata each tell
their own story. Creaking
and squeaking, they manage
to touch by their somewhat
rough and yet subtle design,
their far from well-oiled ani-
mation that becomes poetic
precisely because of that im-
perfection. Due to the small,
recognisable accents and human
touches, even major themes such
as refugees, climate, gender ine-
quality, digital life, etc. are given a
place for discussion, with humour.

After 8 a 10 minutes, the window
closes automatically. The audien-
ce has then been able to enjoy all
of the automata for a little more
than one tour and a half. They
leave the lodge (happily surprised
and n good spirits) and make way
for a new group of spectators.

In this way, the Automata Ca-
rousel has an audience capaci-
ty of up to 220-250 people per
hour (or 880 people in 4 hours).

We have already reached the-
se maximums during our first
tour. We can handle it. But a nice
average audience capacity is +/-
500 spectators in 4 hours of ope-
ning time. A good number for
a fully coronaproof project.

The show is perfectly acces-
sible for wheelchair users or
guide dogs. It appears to be
attractive to all ages. From
1 to 101 years, and every-
thing in between. More than
once, we have seen adolescents
enter the tent in a bad mood be-
hind their parents and come
out afterwards glowing with joy.
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AUTOMATA MUST BE SEEN MI]VINB!
SCAN T0 WATCH SOME VII]EI]B! .«ﬁ,-



https://youtube.com/channel/UCYZR_zUqtSdwnDaOAPMxXug
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THE PUBLIC 15 ALWAYS RIGHT
Comments recorded n our guestbook
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: ol . *b: Work that enters touching Very nice .
A U’"‘M‘ fote 4 i h: Work g Very nice.
Ot 5 H‘# ) /} *¢: Very beautiful! Very well done! M
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%,\;?mf © % L g " louched. Thank you very much.
*¢: I think it was the most

*f: Very beautiful, original, TR
beautiful thing I have ever seen.

creatwe! T hank you for this
beautiful moment of poetry in
Nantes.
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*Cool! It gets the imagination going!
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Wi o *h: Wonderful!

IC-E-’"‘JJ » :& AN'!M‘— /e'e‘!a”ﬂﬂ—*-‘h ’Q‘am .
O‘M 1 Two seventy-year-olds were delighted
(7 (7%}9'&_' to rediscover the soul of thetr youth.
- Poetic, sensitwe, clever; it is an admirable work,

\ an inspiring journey that brings children and
N S \en u\l_w-&u-” Lix" adults together in an experience of beauty.
Qu‘oﬁc\“ yive t */ L‘k:i‘: B k: Waw! What a beautsful work, with great
stories. 1 wanted to keep watching
\ l: Splendud, even for mums of big kids!

4 ‘ngalnies * ’ . . .
) rsle ! f°° ha]w' e b m: Funny, poetic and ingenious!
n: Thank you for this little piece of wisdom.
0: a wonderful carousel that takes us back to childhood, full of poetry, fantasy and humour!
Thank you to the Belgian organisation and lo the creator of this work. Delighted with the meeting
s The master storyteller has clearly found his story. Very beautiful...
q: Our favourite us the chicken! / r: remarkable picture of this zeitgeist.




Geert Hautekiet (°May 1968,
Belgium) once studied to be an in-
dustrial designer, but immediately
went into theatre after graduating.

First as a set and costume de-
signer, later also as a singer,
musician and above all story-
teller. He became artistic leader
of Compagnie KAIET!

With that company he created va-
rious successful musical stories on
location, all in his native dialect.
They toured renowned theatre fes-
tivals in Flanders and the Nether-
lands. He also designed the sets
and rusty sound machines. One of
his installations (7The Archaeological

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Dig) made the front page of The
New York Times in 2009. In its
end-of-year issue, New York
Magazine even named that
project one of the five most
surprising cultural projects in

the Big Apple that year !

Since the end of 2018, Geert has
been focusing on automata, com-
bining his skills as a story-
teller, designer, scenographer
and maker. As an experienced
theatre-maker on location, he
knows the tricks of the trade
to lure international audiences
to his Automata Carrousel...
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- Geert Hautekiet

Mik Anthoni _

a preduction of:

2 Geert Hautekiet
Producties Comm. V.

in‘co-production with
¥ wantes

Festival Bouleyard
s Hertogethosohy-The Netherlands

with support of:
‘Zomer van Antwerpen :

Jestival Antwerp,-Belgium
Dieuwke Schuytemaker

mecenas, /m/mn

Flanders - ‘State of the arts’,

& City of Antwerp - subsidy

GENERAL INFD

genre: installation

target group/age: 1 - 101 years of age (all ages)
language: no language

duration: 8 - 10 minutes / show - continuous

capacity: max. 250 persons/hour - 850 persons / 4 hours
covid-safe: yes

number of performers: up to 12 automata (machines)
number of crewmembers: 2

country of artist: Belgium

TECHNICAL INFO

optimal playground: an even solid surface, accessible
by 7,5 m truck and 4 m trailer. This can be a
park, a square, a festival site, etc...
widl x depth x height playground: 12 x 12 x 6 meters
power: 400V (32 A) (alternatively: 3 separated 240V (164))
stagehands: at least 2 (construction & dismantling)
construction time: 7 - 9 hours*
dismantling time: 6 - 7 hours®
* depending on location, number of stagehands and circumstances

surveillance: organiser is responsible
safe parking: for 7,5 m truck (< 7,5 ton), in the close
neighbourhood of the playgrond

(back-up storage during show)
trailer: stays on the site (hidden - base for the Automata Carrousel)

CONTACT

website: www.automata.be

tel: +32 456 154 230

Email: mailen@geerthautekiet.website
We speak/write Englisch, French and Dutch


http://www.automata.be
mailto:mailen@geerthautekiet.website



